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official inauguration from the Nanking Government,
in a manner acceptable to the dignity of that some-
what touchy body. The honour and glory of solving
an extremely delicate situation might go (and not
undeservedly) to the Generalissimo and Madame
Chiang Kai-shek, if only the substance of a real
political unity could be guaranteed.
But was there any guarantee of the good faith of
Nanking: In making the final settlement, the com-
bined armies in the North-west had given up a
strategic position which was unlikely to recur in the
future. Chiang Kai-shek would not make the same
mistake twice.
The Reds, tor their part, had succeeded in winning
a foothold at Nanking; but the cost was the loss
of their North-western allies. For it seemed clear
enough, <m that last day in Sian, that the working
combination between the Tungpci army, Yang Hu-
eheng, and the Reds was badly broken. The North-
eastern army was split within itself; ever since the
death of Wang Yi-ehih, the high commanders had
taken alarm, each icuring that he might be the next
victim, Yang Hu-chcng was trying to fend for him-
self; unless Nanking bought him out> he looked like
being the biggest loser- The Reds, in the unfamiliar
role of "loyalists,0 were trying to outdo the Shanghai
bankers in*praise of Chiang Kai-shek. All things con-
sidered, including the fact that they had fought him
for ten years without a break, it was a very creditable
performance*
Outside the restaurant where we met that evening,
Nanking soldiers had just strung a new banner across